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Remember the view from atop a tree? You could survey the landscape like a monarch, escape your

parents' watchful eye, and let your imagination run wild. Well, just because you've grown up, it

doesn't mean you can't enjoy the sense of liberation a tree provides. Here is the most

comprehensive guide ever to building your own castle in the air, be it a simple child's playhouse or

an adult's cozy retreat with all the modern conveniences, including electricty. Peter Nelson, the

nation's foremost authority on treehouses, tells you everything you need to know about designing

and building the house that's right for you and your family. He gives you information on site

selection (why some trees provide better homes than others), safety issues, tree care, advice on

styles and materials, and other essential rules of thumb that will save time and money.Nelson walks

you through the construction of four actual projects: a children's playhouse, a vacation home, an

office, and a full-time residence. Whether you'd like to build your children a safe and fun place to

play and dream, or you're contemplating your own retreat from the drudgeries of earthbound living,

this practical, wildly fanciful guide will show you how to make your tree fantasies come true.
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This is a book to read before you even decide what type of structure you want to build. This book is

not a book of plans or a quick-read instruction manual of how to build tree houses. This is a serious

book about the most important part of the process: the planning.Nelson begs us to realize that first

we must select the tree(s) and that the characteristics of the tree(s) will dictate what size and type of



structure can be built. Nelson includes information about which trees are best suited for building in,

taking their strength and growing characteristics. This is great information to know, and something I

think my tree landscaping books don't include. We learn that the growth of some trees will actually

crush the structure over time, while others are too weak to safely hold up a structure, let alone one

with people inside it.The key element in this book is safety. Nelson gives detailed information about

how to build a structure that is safe to inhabit, whether it is a playhouse for children or an actual

house for adults to use to work or live in. I was surprised to see that some of the tree houses in the

book are for actually living in and working in!Several different methods to attach the structure to the

tree are outlined in detail. Exactly what type and how many tree "attachments" to use is explained,

such as too many direct nailings into the tree will kill it. I think this information is key.Looking at the

plans for the tree houses in the book, I realized the quality of the workmanship surpasses houses

that I have lived in. These are not quick slap-up tree houses, not the type where you use scrap

wood that you have lying around. The houses featured have fine edgings, safe banisters and

ladders for climbing, beautiful doors and windows. Some have balconies!
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